COLLEGE HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
BACK-TO-SCHOOL PLAN

Dear College Heights Family,
During this time, as we search for safe ways to start the new school year for our students and families, I
believe it is extremely important to remember what God tells us in His word:
2 Timothy 1:7 - For God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.
John 14:27 – Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you… do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.
Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose.
Romans 8:37 - Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.
Isaiah 54:17 - No weapon formed against you shall prosper… this is the heritage of the servants of the LORD.
God is with us. He is with us wherever we go and whatever we do. In this time of uncertainty, God is certain
and we stand on His word. This excites me and gives me confidence that this year is going to be an amazing
year where we get to see God do incredible things!
In His Service,
Mr. Decker

}

}

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic forced school districts across the
nation to shut their doors in the spring of 2020. College Heights Christian
School closed as a precaution due to COVID-19 in March of 2020 and
remained closed for the rest of the school year using E-Learning to
continue to provide education to our students. Over the last several
months, CHCS leaders have worked with local health officials to establish
a safe re-entry plan for the fall. While developing this plan, the School also
took into consideration feedback from families and staff members
received through online surveys and Task Force Meetings.
CHCS is committed to providing a high quality education for all students
while prioritizing the health of our entire school community. We recognize
the need for families to have options so they may determine the best
learning environment for their student(s). Additionally, school leaders
understand the importance of implementing online learning in every
classroom so students are more prepared to transition from face-to-face
instruction to virtual learning should schools be forced to close again in
the future.

Schools will make reasonable best efforts to minimize risk, however,
attending our schools in-person will introduce a greater risk of exposure.
} Those allowed into the school buildings may be screened, which will
include taking of temperature and filling out a questionnaire.
} Students will be required to wear masks / face coverings in the following
areas / situations:
◦ Students in grades K-5 will wear them in hallways and common areas. Students
will be kept with their cohort group during these transitions.
◦ Students will be provided on face covering by CHCS and more will be available
should families want to purchase more. A limited supply of disposable masks
are available if needed. Students with medical / special needs may be exempt
from this requirement.
}

Large gatherings such as Chapel will be held using smaller groups and
social distancing.
◦ Recess will occur outside weather permitting. The use of balls and equipment
will have a plan for cleaning after use. Multiple zones may be used to maintain
student cohort groups.

}

No visitors will be allowed in our buildings without prior approval to begin the
new school year. Should the environment and/or recommendations from our
health partners change, we will consider relaxing these restrictions. Until then, we
must limit the number of people coming in and out of our buildings to protect the
health and safety of our students and staff. Social distancing will be regularly
encouraged throughout our school buildings, however, we cannot guarantee social
distancing will take place in classrooms and common spaces. The School’s goal is
to minimize contact through establishing cohort groupings. Students will have
interactions with the same group of students each day. Students will be required
to wear masks at specific times throughout the day. More information can be
found in the plan below.

}

It’s important to point out, this re-entry plan is fluid because information
regarding COVID-19 is ever-changing. Elements in the plan could change
frequently. All changes will be communicated to families through email, text and
social media, as well as shared on the School’s website under COVID-19. We
appreciate your patience as school leaders make decisions that are in the best
interest of our school community based on the latest information made available
at the time.

}

}

}

}

Create a phased system that allows us to reopen in
the event of multiple possible scenarios
Create a fluid system with easy mobility between the
different phases
Create a plan that works for all divisions of the
school: Early Education, Elementary, Middle, & High
Create a plan that meets the various needs of our
school community as much as possible.

}
}
}
}
}
}
}

On-campus operations as normal as possible
All students on campus for daily instruction
Normal daily schedule with necessary modifications
Some changes still necessary pending space
considerations and use of common spaces
Minimal screening needed
Athletics, field trips, visitors – very few, if any,
limitations
Metrics: Low & lessening new cases in local area,
almost no new cases within school community,
situation is stable locally and regionally

}
}
}
}
}
}
}

Maintain on-campus operations as normal as possible for
PK & ES
MS & HS students assigned to A-Day or B-Day group
Manage class sizes for appropriate social distancing
Follow same schedule every day – on-campus and Elearning
Possible additional screening measures & additional
limitations for visitors and vendors
Increased limitations for field trips
Metrics: Significant increase in cases within school and/or
local community from Green level, improvement in school
and/or local community situation from Red level

}
}
}
}
}
}
}

Maintain on-campus operations as normal as possible for
PK & ES
Increase in requirements for masks and limitations on
group gathering areas
MS & HS move to all E-Learning environment
Follow the same schedule as on-campus instruction for
classes
Some students may need to continue on campus if safe to
do so in appropriate small groupings
No trips, field trips, or guests on campus
Metrics: High volume and/or continued increase in new
cases within local and school communities

}

}
}

}

}

}

We will be set up to accommodate families who desire a E-Learning
experience even when providing on-campus instruction
Students log in at designated times for live instruction in all core areas
Families have access to materials that can be printed and/or a packet sent
home weekly with physical supplies needed
Follows the same schedule as the regular class and provides some level of
interaction with teacher and classmates
Allows for the student to easily transition to the on-campus environment
when the family deems it is safe to do so.
Our goal is to meet all families where they are to the best of our ability
while operating in a way that we believe is best and appropriate for most
students.

}
}

}

}
}

PK & ES already operate with a cohort model
MS & HS cannot operate on a cohort model while
preserving Honors, AP, and Dual Enrollment, classes.
Minimal change in schedule helps to preserve easy
movement between phases at all levels of the
school.
We have a number of crossover teachers to consider.
We have a number of crossover families to consider.

Contact tracing is a tool used by Public Health to quickly identify people who have to have been
exposed to an infectious disease and alert those contacts of their exposure.
} The goal of contact tracing is to help prevent the further spread of infection. Confidentiality
is critical to the success of contact tracing. A trained Public Health official will work with
those that are sick to help them identify contacts and notify them of exposure.
} In accordance with state and local laws and regulations, CHCS will notify local health
officials, staff, and families immediately of any case of COVID 19 while maintaining
confidentiality in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Those who have had
close contact with a person diagnosed with COVID 19 will be informed to stay home and
self-monitor for symptoms and follow CDC guidance if symptoms develop. Contacts must
stay home and maintain social distancing from others they live with until 14 days after their
last exposure. Contacts should check their temperature twice daily and monitor for
symptoms: Fever, cough, chills, shortness of breath, sore throat, new loss of taste or smell.
If contacts develop symptoms, they should contact the JHD or their healthcare provider to
schedule COVID-19 testing.
} Comprehensive COVID-19 communications will be developed and delivered to students,
families, staff, and community members via email, phone calls, or text messages.

Elementary : Kindergarten - Fifth Grade In-Person
Format
}

In-person classes will be taught in a more traditional format. However,
students will begin using an online platform such as Google Classroom
intermittently throughout the school day in order to prepare for a
temporary school closure. If a temporary school closure occurs due to
increased health and safety concerns, in-person classes would
immediately transition to E-learning and remain in place until reopening.
◦ Temporary school closures may occur by building as directed by the
Superintendent for health and safety reasons.
◦ Students who begin in-person classes will be transferred to E-learning with
their teacher in the event of a school closure.
◦ Students who enroll in E-learning at the start of the year will remain in the Elearning program regardless of a CHCS closure.

}

K-5 grading practices will remain the same as the previous school year.

In grades K-5, will remain in Cohort (Pod) groups
throughout the day.

◦ Students will report directly to their homeroom classrooms
upon arrival to school and remain with their class for the
whole school day.
◦ Music, Art, and PE will take place in their normal classrooms
with proper precautions taken when moving between
rooms.
◦ Large gatherings like Chapel will occur through the use of
reduced numbers and social distancing.
◦ Classroom protocols will include assigned group seating and
other measures to minimize contact.
◦ There will be ample time for students to use the restroom
and be outside with peers. Elementary teachers are very
experienced in ensuring movement for children.

◦ In grades K-5, students will remain in one classroom for learning.
 Departmentalized core classes: For grades / schools that
departmentalize for core areas (i.e. one staff teaches math to several
groups of students), the teacher will transition between rooms
instead of the students.
 PE: All students attending in-person CHCS instruction in the fall will
continue to receive PE instruction. When it is possible, PE will be
held outside. Each class will have access to their own class
equipment which will be cleaned daily.
 Art: All students attending in-person CHCS instruction in the fall will
continue to receive art instruction during the school year.
Modifications will be made to limit shared supplies and ensure that
each student is receiving high-quality instruction whether at school
or in an online environment, should a school need to close
temporarily. Special attention is being paid to engaging the creative
mind and activating each student as creator, presenter, responder,
and connector through the visual arts.

 Music: All students attending in-person CHCS instruction in the fall
will continue to receive music instruction. Modifications will be made
to limit shared supplies and ensure that each student is receiving
high-quality instruction whether at school or in an online
environment, should a school need to close temporarily. Special
attention is being paid to engaging the creative mind and activating
each student as creator, presenter, responder, and connector through
the musical arts.
 Library Media / Computers: All students attending in-person CHCS
instruction in the fall will continue to learn foundational technology
skills during the computer / media rotation. Library Media Specialists
will continue to work with classroom teachers to integrate
information and technology literacy skills into classroom content as
needed.
 Access to CHCS library media centers will be available for
individual and small groups of students. Social distancing rules will
be followed.
 Safety measures will be enacted to clean and sanitize circulated
materials.

Secondary: Middle & High School Sixth- Twelfth Grade
In-Person Format
}

In-person classes will be taught in a more traditional format.
However, students will use an online platform such as Google
Classroom throughout the school day in order to prepare for
temporary school closure should it occur. If a temporary
school closure occurred due to increased health and safety
concerns, in-person classes would immediately transition to
E-learning and remain in place until reopening.
◦ Temporary school closures may occur by building as directed by the
Superintendent for health and safety reasons.
◦ Students who begin in-person classes will be transferred to E-learning
with their teacher in the event of a school closure.
◦ Students who enroll in E-learning at the start of the year will remain in
the E-learning program regardless of a CHCS closure.

}

6-12 grading practices will remain the same as the previous
school year.

}

Performing Arts

}

Visual Arts

◦ Classes will be reorganized to emphasize social distancing and
may require reductions in typical class sizes. This will potentially
include alterations to traditional class expectations.
◦ Students will use their own equipment to avoid sharing. When
this is not possible, appropriate cleaning and sanitizing will take
place.
◦ Teachers will demonstrate proper hand washing and cleaning of
tools, equipment and media so that students can properly clean
shared items when appropriate.
◦ Classes will be organized to emphasize social distancing.
◦ Students will use their own equipment to avoid sharing. When
this is not possible, appropriate cleaning and sanitizing will take
place.
◦ Teachers will demonstrate proper hand washing and cleaning of
tools, equipment, and media so that students can properly clean
shared items when appropriate.

}

Physical Education

◦ Classes will engage in outdoor activities as much as possible.
◦ Social distancing will be managed as much as possible and
activities will be used which limit close contact with others.
◦ Students will be provided their own equipment for class when
possible and equipment will be regularly disinfected.
◦ Handwashing before and after physical activity will be required.
◦ Locker room procedures will be updated to provide appropriate
social distancing. Masks may be required in certain situations
where social distancing is not possible.

}

Library Media Services

◦ Access to CHCS library media centers will be available for
individual and small groups of students. Social distancing rules
will be followed.
◦ Safety measures will be enacted to clean and sanitize circulated
materials.

}

Self-Quarantine
◦ If a student or employee has recently had close contact
with a person with COVID-19 symptoms or diagnosed with
COVID-19 or has recently traveled from somewhere
considered to be a “hot spot” by the CDC, the District may
exclude the student or employee from the school building
and recommend that they self-quarantine for 14 calendar
days.
◦ Students and staff will be asked screening questions each
day prior to arrival at school. The collection method is still
being developed at this time. Individuals at risk will be
redirected for additional screening.

}

Students and staff are asked to stay home and report the absence to the school
office or supervisor if they:
◦
◦
◦
◦

have tested positive for COVID-19;
have been diagnosed presumptive positive for COVID-19;
are awaiting COVID-19 test results; and/or
exhibit one or more symptoms of COVID-19 based on CDC guidance that is not otherwise explained.
These symptoms include but are not limited to:
 a fever of 100.4° or higher without fever-reducing medication
 cough;
 shortness of breath or difficulty breathing;
 chills;
 muscle pain;
 headache;
 nausea/vomiting;
 diarrhea;

}

Siblings or Other Students in the Household
◦ If a student is excluded from school due to COVID-19 symptoms or has had a positive COVID-19 test,
his/her siblings or other students living in the same household will be questioned and if they exhibit
symptoms, they will also be excluded from school. If they do not exhibit symptoms, they may still be
excluded from school and asked to self-quarantine.

Staff will be required to wear masks / face coverings when within 6
feet of others or in common areas.
Pre-approved visitors will be required to wear masks / face
coverings at all times and screened using a district-approved
screening measure. The collection method is still being developed
at this time. Individuals at risk may be denied access to the
building.
}

Those who are identified as having COVID-19 symptoms, will be
instructed to wear an appropriate mask, use hand sanitizer, and go
to a designated area to be picked up by families and sent home.
◦ Individuals suspected of being exposed to COVID-19 may be
excluded from entry into the building and the student will be
escorted out.
◦ Staff assisting with COVID-19 symptoms/screening will be
supplied with appropriate PPE.

}

Traditional water fountains will be disabled. The School
has bottle filler stations throughout the buildings.
Students will be expected to bring a water bottle with
them to school.

In the event of a suspected case of COVID-19, the following protocols will be followed:
Scenario
} An employee or student doesn’t feel well and visits the school nurse.
} The nurse determines symptoms may be COVID related.
} The employee or student will be temporarily separated from others.
Employee
} The employee and/or school nurse will notify the building principal / direct supervisor.
} The employee will contact their primary health care provider and the provider will
arrange for testing.
} If the employee tests positive for COVID, the provider that ordered the test will call the
employee with the positive result.
} The Health Department will also contact the employee and conduct a risk assessment
(contact tracing). If the employee resides in a county other than College Heights, then
the residing county health department will contact the employee.
} The Health Department will ask the employee about all close contacts the employee
had from the 48 hours prior to symptoms up to and including the day the employee
began isolation measures.
} They will direct the individual and any other person at possible risk of being infected
with what to do.
} Return to work will be communicated by the building administrator/supervisor to the
employee.

Student
} The school will contact the parent/guardian. When the
parent/guardian arrives, the school will encourage the
parent/guardian to have the student tested. The school will offer to
assist the parent/guardian with making phone calls to the healthcare
provider.
} The healthcare provider will arrange for the student to be tested. If the
student tests positive for COVID, the healthcare provider will contact
the parent/guardian.
} The Health Department will then contact the parent/guardian and
conduct a risk assessment (contact tracing).
} The parent/guardian will be asked about any close contacts the
student may have had from the 48 hours prior to symptoms up to and
including the day the student began isolation measures.
} They will direct the parent/guardian on what the student and any
other person at possible risk of being infected with what to do.
} Re-admittance to school will be communicated by the building
administrator to the parent/guardian.

Additional Steps
} If the employee has been told to self-isolate, he/she should
contact his/her/their direct supervisor/principal. If the student
has been told to self-isolate, the family will be requested to
call the school. The school will check to see if there are siblings
or other family members in College Heights Christian School
} The principal/supervisor will contact the Superintendent. The
Superintendent will advise the Board of Education.
} Superintendent will consider initiating the following CHCS
Positive COVID-19 Protocols:
◦ CHCS will consider closing the building temporarily for
cleaning/sanitation.
◦ Superintendent or his designee will contact the Health Department for
additional guidance.
◦ CHCS will work with the Health Department to provide any official
communication regarding a COVID-19 case within the School while
abiding by all Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) guidelines.
◦ The building principal/supervisor will follow-up with the staff member or
family of the student.

Communication
} The School’s primary method of communication is via
text and email. Families will be contacted using the
contact information in the student information
database (RenWeb/FACTS).
} Please make sure personal contact information is upto-date in the student information database including
parent/guardian phone numbers, email addresses and
physical address.
} Updates may also be shared on the school’s
homepage, collegeheights.org and/or FaceBook.

Possible School Closure Trigger Points:
} Student absenteeism - when it is not economically
prudent to keep the school open;
} Staff absenteeism - when the number of staff
available to supervise and instruct students drop
below what is necessary to maintain a safe learning
environment;
} Confirmed case(s) of COVID-19; and
} To protect the public health and safety as advised by
local, state or federal officials.
} If schools close, instruction will transition to
E-learning for all students.

When COVID-19 is reported
} CHCS has an obligation to notify local health authorities and
the school community of any diagnosis. Staff and students
with COVID-19 symptoms (such as fever, cough, shortness of
breath, or loss of taste or smell) will be immediately
separated. Individuals who are sick should go home or to a
healthcare facility depending on how severe their symptoms
are, and follow CDC guidance for caring for oneself and others
who are sick.
} A designated isolation room or area will be used to separate
anyone who has COVID-19 symptoms or tests positive but
does not have symptoms. We will follow the CDC Return to
School guidelines for those that test positive for COVID-19 or
have suspected symptoms.

Asymptomatic persons who have a known exposure to a person
with COVID-19 without appropriate PPE can return to school after:
After they have completed all requirements in the JHD guidance for
persons exposed to COVID-19 found at
https.joplinmo.org/157/health-department. Of note, if this person
is tested for COVID-19 during the 14 day quarantine period, a
negative test result would not change or decrease the time a
person is monitored, but a positive test would move the person
into one of the above categories, based on whether they are still
asymptomatic or have developed symptoms.
“Suspected symptoms” is defined as fever of 100.4 F, shortness of
breath, frequent cough that is not attributed to asthma or seasonal
allergies, loss of taste or smell. Areas used by a sick person will be
closed off and not used until after cleaning and disinfecting. When
possible, CHCS will wait at least 24 hours before cleaning and
disinfecting any areas that had frequent exposure.

The following guidance will be used to make decisions about “return to school" for
students or staff with laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 who have suspected COVID-19
(e.g., developed symptoms of a respiratory infection (e.g., cough, shortness of breath,
fever] but did not get tested for COVID-19 and have been exposed to a person with
COVID-19 or live in an area with local or widespread transmission; who have been
exposed to COVID-19 without appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).
Symptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 or suspected COVID-19 can return to
school after:
} At least 3 days (72 hours) have passed since recovery defined as resolution of fever
without the use of fever reducing medications AND improvement in respiratory
symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath); AND, at least 10 days have passed
since symptoms first appeared.
Asymptomatic persons with confirmed COVID-19 can return to school after:
} At least 10 days have passed since the positive laboratory test and the person
remains asymptomatic. Note, asymptomatic persons who test positive and later
develop symptoms should follow the guidance for symptomatic persons above.

}

CHCS staff will continue to educate our school community about
strategies for the prevention of illness including, proper hand washing
techniques, good health habits, community mitigation, social mitigation,
and vaccinations if these become available, as well as any other strategies
deemed necessary or appropriate for preventing illness transmission.
School administration will utilize and update plans to be enacted in the
event that a student or staff member must be sent home from school due
to illness. Collaboration will occur with the City of Joplin Department of
Health to monitor health data and update schools, staff, and families
regarding potential changes, new and pertinent information related to the
extent or spread of the illness. Health plans will be reviewed as needed to
manage both short and long-term student and staff absences related to
illness. CHCS will work closely with all state and local officials to make all
decisions related to possible school closure in response to COVID-19.

General Cleaning Procedures
} Classroom teachers “sanitize” desk or table tops and chairs at end of each day.
} Custodial staff responsible for “sanitizing” all other common “touch points.”
} Kitchen staff or volunteers “sanitize” cafeteria tables and chairs as well as other
areas assigned by the Superintendent.
} Custodial staff responsible for any cafeteria “touch points” not “sanitized” by the
kitchen staff.
} Custodians responsible for very thorough cleaning and “sanitizing” of restrooms
with a special emphasis on the main restrooms used by the school.
} Locate hand sanitizer dispensers at strategic locations in classrooms and other
areas as requested.
} Establish a rotating cleaning schedule for the additional cleaning of school
restrooms and drinking fountains that will occur during the school day.
} Provide spray bottles of solutions effective against COVID-19 as well as towels to
be used for classroom (and other designated areas) surface cleaning.

Mitigation Efforts
Preparedness refers to those actions and measures taken before an event in order to
manage an emergency when it arises. For infectious disease events, CDC plays a
prevalent role in making sure states and local health departments are prepared for
public health emergencies. Prior to and in the early phases of a pandemic or
outbreak, public health officials recommend practicing good health habits every day
to prevent and protect the population from the spread of the highly infectious illness
or pandemic flu. Everyday, good health habits include the following:
} Avoid close contact with people who are sick. . When you are sick, stay home and
away from others to prevent spreading the illness.
} Cover your mouth and nose when sneezing or coughing with a tissue and
then throw away the tissue after each use. Wash your hands after coughing or
sneezing and often throughout the day. It is always the best and the preferred
method. If soap and water is not available, 60% alcohol based, hand sanitizer may
reduce the risk.
Touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Illnesses are often spread by touching these
areas. Encourage families and staff to receive a flu immunization, if one is available.
Practice other good health strategies including the following: clean and disinfect
surfaces in your home (especially when someone is ill), get plenty of sleep, manage
your stress, and be physically active.

For more information, please visit collegeheights.org
Mr. Dan Decker, Superintendent
ddecker@collegeheights.org
417-782-4114 Ext. 201

